











Epicos Project Opportunities
Epicos "Project Opportunities" provides a unique set of online tools
enabling the structure, identification and implementation of

comprehensive Offsets programs, through a searchable database. By
introducing different offset projects and ideas proposed by local A&D industry it ensures the
optimum cost for Prime Contractors and reassures that the priorities of local industry are
fully met...

For Further Information Press Here

Provision and Installation of an Airborne Video Surveillance System for Homeland Security
applications to a targeted country

A company excelling in the area of embedded systems and avionics
is willing to undertake the task of collaborating with a local partner
in a targeted country for the provision and installation of its
Airborne Video Surveillance System to be used on Homeland
Security (HLS) platforms (UAV, UGV, stationary posts). The system
can be installed as stand-alone equipment or integrated in a major
HLS system.

For Further Information Contact our ICO Department

Mail at: a-dimou@epicos.com

Non-destructive Testing (NDT) services for the aerospace and defense industry

A company excelling in the area of Non-destructive
Testing (NDT) is proposing the collaboration with a Prime
Contractor or a third party for the provision of its NDT
services in-country and abroad.

For Further Information Contact our ICO Department

Mail at: a-dimou@epicos.com




Self-Enforcing Trade: Developing Countries and WTO Dispute
Settlement, by Chad P. Bown

The World Trade Organization is undoubtedly the backbone of today's
international commercial relations. WTO requires from its member-
countries to self-enforce exporters' access to foreign markets. One of the
most important functionalities of the organization is the dispute
settlement system which is actually the crown jewel of the international
trading system, but its benefits still fall disproportionately to wealthy
nations. Could the system be doing more on behalf of developing
countries? In "Self-Enforcing Trade", Chad P. Bown explains why the
answer is an emphatic yes.

Energy in Brazil: Past, Present and Future, by Antonio Dias Leite

I Today, more than ever before, the future of energy is interconnected
with the impact that it has to the climate changes. Rapidly developing
countries such as China and India are the real main players in the climate

- E : debate, with the potential for massive increases in their carbon

e "‘ emissions in coming years. Brazil is often included in their number, yet

' this country is in fact notable for its exceptionally high reliance on energy

“ from renewable sources -- approaching 50%. However, the fact that
much of this energy comes from hydropower and biofuels, and recent
discoveries of massive oil reserves off of the Brazilian coast, are a recipe
for controversy. This book is a major contribution to the discussion

around climate change mitigation and therefore must be regarded as a must read for
decision- and policymakers in the energy business.




India declares indigenous combat jet a success

India's defence minister announced Tuesday that a much-delayed project to build an
indigenous supersonic combat aircraft was a success.

The jets are intended to become the country's frontline combat plane by 2020.

A.K. Antony told reporters the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) -- billed by India as the world's
smallest warjet -- would be cleared for limited flights by the end of 2010.

"Today | can declare that at last the LCA is going to be a reality," Antony said in the southern
city of Bangalore where the locally built plane had been on the design board since 1983
when the multi-billion dollar project began.

The minister said the aircraft, powered by engines supplied by US-based General Electrics,
would be ready for full induction into the military by 2012.

"All the doubting Thomases have proved to be wrong," Antony said, referring to sceptics
who doubted that the combat jet would ever take off.

Antony said the Indian Air Force had already placed an initial order for 20 of the jets.

Although the first LCA prototype rolled out in 1995, the project hit an air pocket three years
later when the United States and other Western governments slapped a slew of sanctions on
India in retaliation for its 1998 nuclear tests.

The LCA won the nickname "last chance aircraft" because of the delays.

India's first attempt in the 1950s to make an indigenous fighter plane failed after it built a
limited number of ground attack planes that fell far short of military specifications.

Source: 2009 AFP, Agence France-Presse (AFP)

Poland set to buy aerial drones for its troops in Afghanistan

WARSAW, February 1 (RIA Novosti) - Poland is set to buy eight unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAV) from an Israeli defense firm to strengthen its contingent in Afghanistan, the country's
defense minister said on Monday. "Four drones will be delivered to Afghanistan [for the
Polish contingent there] and the four others will be used for training in Poland," Bogdan
Klich told a news conference in Warsaw. The contract with the Aeronautics firm is worth
about $32 million, he added. Klich said Poland was also planning to buy five Mi-17
helicopters to be deployed in Afghanistan. Poland maintains a 2,000-troop contingent in the
war-torn Central Asian country as part of the NATO-led International Security Assistance
Force (ISAF), and plans to send 600 more troops this year.

Source: RIA Novosti



French court seeks answers on deadly Concorde crash

US airline Continental and French aviation officials go on trial Tuesday for the manslaughter
of 113 people who died in Paris when a supersonic Concorde plummeted to the ground in a
ball of fire.

The New York-bound jet crashed shortly after take-off from Charles de Gaulle airport on July
25, 2000, killing all 109 people on board -- most of them Germans -- and four hotel workers
on the ground.

Two Continental employees, a former French civil aviation official and two Concorde
engineers will from Tuesday be tried on the same charge in a court near Paris, with
proceedings expected to last four months.

A French accident inquiry concluded in 2004 that the disaster was partly caused by a strip of
metal that fell onto the runway from a Continental Airlines DC-10 plane that took off just
before the supersonic jet.

It said the Concorde ran over the super-hard titanium strip, which shredded one of its tyres.
That caused a blow-out and sent debris flying into an engine and a fuel tank and set it on
fire, according to the inquiry.

But Continental has rejected that claim, arguing that the fire began before the plane reached
the spot where the metal strip lay and that Concorde suffered from dangerous design
defects which were known about but not corrected.

Continental is charged over a failure to properly maintain its aircraft, along with two US
employees: John Taylor, a mechanic who allegedly fitted the non-standard strip, and airline
chief of maintenance Stanley Ford.

The former Concorde engineers and French aviation boss are accused of failing to detect and
set right faults on the supersonic aircraft, brought to light during the investigation and
thought to have contributed to the crash.

A French civil aviation official is accused of overlooking a fault on Concorde's distinctive
delta-shaped wings, which held its fuel tanks.

Most of the victims' families agreed not to take legal action in exchange for compensation
from Air France, EADS, Continental and the Goodyear tyre manufacturer.

A successful prosecution would result in a maximum fine of 375,000 euros for the airline and
up to five years in jail and a fine of up to 75,000 euros for the individuals involved.

Source: 2009 AFP, Agence France-Presse (AFP)

India to buy more BrahMos missiles

NEW DELHI, February 2 (RIA Novosti) - India has introduced into its armed forces the new
BrahMos missile, the head of the BrahMos Aerospace company, Sivathanu Pillai, told RIA
Novosti on Tuesday. Established in 1998, BrahMos Aerospace, a joint Indian-Russian



venture, produces and markets BrahMos supersonic missiles. The sea-based and land-based
versions have been successfully tested and put into service with the Indian Army and Navy.
Earlier on Tuesday, Russia's security chief, Nikolai Patrushev, visited the BrahMos plant in
Hyderabad, India, where the new missile is produced. BrahMos is an acronym for the cities
of Brahmaputra and Moscow. The missile, known as BrahMos Block-2, has a top speed of
over Mach 5, which makes it virtually impossible to intercept, and can effectively engage
even slightly visible ground targets. It has been designed primarily to meet the needs of the
army. "The army officials said they were pleased with last year's ground trials of the missile,
and approved of putting it into service," Pillai said. The company has also been developing
another version of the missile for Air Force, the BrahMos-A missile, with a reduced mass and
increased aerodynamic stability. The Indian Air Force chose the Russian-made SU-30 MKI
Flanker-H multirole fighter as the trial platform for the missile. "[This] version of the missile
is now ready. Air trials will commence in 2011, and by 2012, we are planning to fit the
missiles onto aircraft," Pillai said. The required modifications of the SU-30 MKI for
integration with the BrahMos-A missile system are being carried out by the Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) and Russia's Sukhoi Design Bureau. Analysts estimate that India
could purchase up to 1,000 BrahMos missiles for its armed forces in the next decade, and
export 2,000 to other countries during the same period.

Source: RIA Novosti

Russia to corporatize Rossiya air carrier, merge with Aeroflot

MOSCOW, February 2 (RIA Novosti) - Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin agreed on
Tuesday with proposals to transform the state transportation company Rossiya into a joint-
stock company in 2010 and merge it with the flagship air carrier Aeroflot. The St. Petersburg-
based air carrier, which has been struggling to stay afloat amid tight competition on the
market, will be corporatized along with other regional airlines that are run by the state-
owned hi-tech corporation Russian Technologies before they are merged into Aeroflot. At a
meeting with Transport Minister Igor Levitin, Putin said the move was in line with the
government's strategy to encourage the emergence of reliable and sustainable air carriers
capable of safeguarding passengers' interests and competing successfully on international
markets. Aeroflot, which is more than 50% owned by the Russian government, controls over
42% of the Russian market of regular international flights. Its airliners perform flights to 169
destinations worldwide. After the merger with Rossiya and other regional airlines, Aeroflot's
share of domestic air traffic will rise 15-20% to 30-35%, Levitin said. The transport minister
said 15 air carriers had emerged in Russia after 2008 that control about 80% of the market in
the country. "This means that the process of the sector's consolidation is under way. This is a
global trend and the same can be seen in other countries," he said.

Source: RIA Novosti



